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to meet with, people of the best quality kneeling in their churches, and engaged in their private devotions, though it be not at the hours of public worship. An officer of the army, or a man of wit and pleasure in those countries, would be afraid of passing not only for an irreligious, but an ill-bred man, should he be seen to go to bed, or sit down at table, without offering up his devotions on such occasions. The same show of religion appears in all the foreign reformed churches, and enters so much into their ordinary conversation that an Englishman is apt to term them hypocritical and precise.
This little appearance of a religious deportment in our nation may proceed in some measure from that modesty which is natural to us, but the great occasion of it is certainly this. Those swarms of sectaries that overran the nation in the time of the great Rebellion, carried their hypocrisy so high that they had converted our whole language into a jargon of enthusiasm; insomuch that upon the Restoration men thought they could not recede too far from the behaviour and practice of those persons who had made religion a cloak to so many villainies. This led them into the other extreme, every appearance of devotion was looked upon as puritanical, and falling into the hands of the ridiculers who flourished in that reign, and attacked everything that was serious, it has ever since been out of countenance among us. By this means we are gradually fallen into that vicious modesty which has in some measure worn out from among us the appearance of Christianity in ordinary life and conversation, and which distinguishes us from all our neighbours1.
Hypocrisy cannot indeed be too much detested, but at the same time is to be preferred to open impiety. They are both equally destructive to the person who is possessed with them; but in regard, to others, hypocrisy is not so pernicious as barefaced irreligion. The due mean to be observed is to be i ' All the nations that lie about us' (folio).